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The Study of the Possibility for Promoting Taekwondo
as Professional Sport in Taiwan

Kung-Cheng Chiu! Mu-Yen Chu? Shu-Chen Chen?
ping-Jen Senior High School *National Taiwan Sport University *Yuan Ze University

Abstract

Sports industry is one of the key elements in national economic development. It
can not only raise the athletic standard nation-wide but also increase the income of
relevant industries; therefore, the higher the sport development is, the better the
economy will be. One of the factors that influences the sports development in Taiwan
is athlete-training issue which includes talents recruiting, cultivating, and training.
The success of the training depends on the proper and sustaining training strategy
provided to those talented athletes which is exactly the principal focus of this study. If
a certain sport, such as Taekwondo, can be developed toward the trend of
professionalization, it will be of mutual benefit to athletes, citizens, and government
socially and economically. The methodology applied in this study is Qualitative
Research as well as Semi-Structural Interviews with Korean and Taiwanese coaches
and athletes. For leaders in sports industry and people who care for Taekwondo sport,
this study is expected to provide a better understanding of professionalizing
Taekwondo sport. The result of this study is as well in the hope of promoting
Taekwondo arena in Taiwan. Professionalizing Taekwondo sport will be of great
benefits to many aspects, such as raising participation in taking exercises, expanding
sport arenas, increasing output value of the sports industry. In Taiwan, due to the
limited population watching the games live at the stadium, it brings merely a narrow
margin of profits derived from the sale of sports merchandise. China, on the contrary,
has great popularity of sports. Therefore, it would be of great benefit to both Taiwan
and China if there are more cross-strait professional Taekwondo tournaments. By
means of roll planning method, there will be a remarkable development in
professionalizing Taekwondo sport.

Key words: talents cultivating, talents training, Qualitative Research, cross-strait
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